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may be read in such a way as to exclude
those cases where the individual is rep-
resented by the Senate Legal Counsel or the
House Office of General Counsel rather than
the Department of Justice (for example, in a
lawsuit between the legislative and executive
branches concerning executive privilege).
Summarily H.R. 2633 extends the 60 day fil-
ing deadline to any civil action, suit, or pro-
ceeding in which one of the parties is “a cur-
rent or former U.S. officer or employee sued
in an individual capacity for an act. This
amendment provides the government with the
time it needs to review the case, determine
whether an appeal should be taken, and se-
cure the Solicitor General’s approval for that
appeal. These same policy reasons apply in a
case where the United States—through DOJ
or some other federal litigating entity—decides
to represent a current or former officer or em-
ployee sued in his or her individual capacity.
| applaud my friend from Michigan, Ranking
Member of the Judiciary Committee for intro-
ducing this important legislation to protect past
and present federal employees. | urge my col-
leagues to lend their support to the bill.
——
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Vicki and David Portman, the 2011
Jewish Family and Children’s Service of
Greater Monmouth County’s Tribute Dinner
honorees. Mr. and Mrs. Portman have dedi-
cated their lives to serving the community and
are truly worthy of this body’s recognition.

Mrs. Vicki Portman was compelled by child-
hood memories to give back to the commu-
nity. Instilled with the basic tenets of Judaism,
Mrs. Portman has been involved in the Jewish
Federation of Monmouth County, where she
chaired the Business and Professional Women
Foundation and served as Vice President of
Campaign as well as Allocations. Most re-
cently, Mrs. Portman has been involved with
the New York United Jewish Appeal (UJA)
Federation and continues to hold several posi-
tions with the Manhattan Women’s Campaign.
Mrs. Portman is presently a member of Wom-
en’s Executive Circle (WEC) and on the Board
of Directors of UJA New York Federation, as
well as many other prestigious organizations.
She also sits on the Ethiopian Taskforce. Mrs.
Portman earned her Bachelor of Arts from
New York University and a Master’s degree in
Speech Pathology from Seton Hall University.
She also completed a graduate certificate pro-
gram in Training, Development & Organiza-
tional Diagnosis through the New School’s
Graduate School of Management. Mrs.
Portman’s professional endeavors led her to
teach high school Public Speaking and
English and she also served as school speech
therapist. In 1988 she began Executive Com-
munication, a communications consulting or-
ganization which she continues to manage
today.

Mr. David Portman is the second of three
children who were born and raised near Atlan-
tic City, New Jersey. Mr. Portman’s values of
community, motivation to succeed and the de-
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sire to share his success with those less fortu-
nate are evident through his various activities.
He touts an impressive history of involvement
and volunteerism in the Jewish Community,
most notably filling the role of Building Fund
Chairman and Vice President of Temple Beth
Torah. Mr. Portman served two terms as
President of the Monmouth County Jewish
Federation and also held many other notable
positions with this organization. Similarly, he is
recognized for his role as Monmouth County
Representative to New Jersey Board of Fed-
erations and was subsequently appointed
Commissioner for Economic Development be-
tween lIsrael and New Jersey for his impres-
sive actions. He has also served on the Na-
tional Campaign Cabinet for Israel Bonds and
as Vice President and on the Board of Direc-
tors for Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS).
Mr. Portman is the current Chairman of Devel-
opment for the Home for the Aged of the
Workman’s Circle organization.

The Portmans share a passion for travel
and often relate their travel destinations to
their desire to further enhance their knowledge
of Jewish history and culture around the world.
Dedicated to protecting human rights and civil
rights issues worldwide, Mr. and Mrs. Portman
are lifetime members of the Holocaust, Geno-
cide and Human Rights Education Center.
They have also arranged separate scholarship
funds to financially support a student’s trip to
Israel. The Portmans are the proud parents of
three sons, Howard, Lee and Billy and have
welcomed into their family their daughter-in-
law Emily and three grandchildren, Ava, Max
and Easy. Their continuous commitment to the
Jewish community is only surpassed by their
devotion to family.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking
Vicki and David Portman for their outstanding
service to the community and congratulate
them on the honor bestowed by the Jewish
Family and Children’s Service of Greater Mon-
mouth County. Their philanthropic efforts are a
shining example of what hard work and dedi-
cation can accomplish.

———
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share a speech given by Jeffrey Bleich U.S.
Ambassador to Australia commemorating the
10th anniversary of the September 11, 2001
attacks. Mr. Bleich’s speech eloquently ad-
dresses the tragedy of that day, our struggle
to come to terms with what happened and our
resiliency in the vyears since 9/11. The
harrowing experience of his friend, Jeff
Thompson, reminds us that while September
11th left an indelible mark on the nation, it
was also a deeply personal tragedy for the
thousands of Americans in New York City,
Washington, DC, Pennsylvania and else-
where, who felt the full brunt of the violence of
that day on their families and friends. | am
pleased to enter the Ambassador’s full speech
into the RECORD today.

SEPTEMBER 11TH 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY COMMEMO-
RATION SPEECH JEFFREY BLEICH U.S. AMBASSADOR
TO AUSTRALIA
The Honorable Ms. Julia Gillard, Prime

Minister of Australia and Mr. Tim
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Mathieson, Your Excellencies, Ambassadors
and High Commissioners, of more than 70 na-
tions, The Honorable Mr. Tony Abbott, Lead-
er of the Opposition, Ms. Katy Gallagher,
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Ter-
ritory, General David Hurley, Chief of the
Australian Defence Force and Mrs. Linda
Hurley, Members of the Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia, Chiefs of the
Australian Defense Force Services, Senior
Members of the Australian Public Service,
Members of Australian First Responder
Services, and welcome to our visiting inter-
national dignitary, the Honourable Mr. Peter
MacKay, Canadian Minister of National
Defence, Distinguished guests, friends and
family from many countries.

We come together today to remember a
terrible day; but even more to consider the
days that have followed and that will follow.

It has been ten years since September 11.

The world that we imagined on September
10, 2001 all changed—changed utterly—in 24
hours. That morning of 9/11, thousands of
men and women, Americans, Australians,
and people of dozens of nationalities, Chris-
tians, Jews, Muslims, awoke thinking it was
a normal day. In New York City they headed
to work in the World Trade Towers. In Bos-
ton, Newark, and D.C., they rushed off to the
airport to catch the early morning flight to
San Francisco. In New York, firefighters and
police officers—men and women—Kkissed
their spouses or partners goodbye as they
left for the station. They all had their plans
for the day: their meetings, who they would
see at lunch, friends, appointments, errands
with children. The world they imagined that
morning, like the life they imagined, was
one filled with many more days and years.
They assumed life in all its fullness, what-
ever that life was. The ideals they held, the
religion they practiced, the people they
chose as their friends, their political views,
the words they chose to say.

We don’t refer to these things usually as
“freedom of religion,” ‘‘freedom of speech,”’
“freedom of association,” ‘‘equality,” or
“liberty.” We just call it living. We call it
life. And likely so did the people on that day
too.

But that casual belief changed on Sep-
tember 11. These men and women—sons,
daughters, fathers, mothers—were Kkilled
that day for simply living as they did, and
where they did. People from over 90 nations
were killed because they chose to live in a
land that celebrated these values.

For those of us who survived, it was also a
day we never imagined. Wherever we were, in
countries around the world, we imagined a
normal day as well. None of us expected the
world to stop, and for us to watch in horror
as people—people like us—perished before
our very eyes, in flames, and ash, and rubble.

Faced suddenly with a world that we’d
never imagined, the stark question for each
of us to answer was this: “what do we do
now?”’

If people like us were going to be killed for
living as we did, what would we do now?

One of the people asking this question was
my college roommate, Jeff Thompson. Jeff
and his girlfriend lived in New York, where
he worked in finance and also sometimes
went on the road to play with his band.

On September 11, he was at work, on one of
the top floors of the Second World Trade
tower, when the first plane hit Tower One.
Seeing the destruction next door, he started
downstairs, but no one followed. He was half-
way down, when the second plane hit—above
him—cutting off all of his colleagues; every-
one he knew from work. The stairwells filled
with people as they marched down to get out
of the building, while firefighters and police
struggled to get up. Jeff was barely out of
the tower when it all collapsed behind him.
He was covered in dust, and blood, and tears.
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